
On this feast of the Epiphany we meet the Wisemen, the Magi, who have come from the East 

looking for the newborn King of the Jews.  And why have they come?  Because they saw 

something in the sky.  The Magi were astrologers; they read, they interpreted the signs 

revealed in the stars.  In possession of the knowledge that comes from a natural sign they set 

out to search for Jesus.  Now coming to Jerusalem, they gain more knowledge, knowledge 

rooted in God’s revelation.  What do the Scriptures say about the coming of the Messiah?  He 

will be born in Bethlehem of Judea.  And so, they gain more insight in order to help them in 

their search.  However, for Herod, the chief priests and the scribes this knowledge was a threat.  

All of Jerusalem was in an uproar and Herod conspires to try and find out about the child not so 

that he can pay him homage but in order that he may destroy him.  Same knowledge but two 

very different approaches.   

In the early church one of the first heresies to spring up was the heresy of Gnosticism, which 

comes from the Greek word gnosis, which means knowledge.  In this false teaching, spirituality, 

faith, salvation were all elitist affairs.  The only true believers, the only ones who were truly 

saved were those who possessed the secret knowledge.  Gnosticism is a kind of a vague heresy 

but it subtly rears its ugly head every once in a while.  People that obsess about the secrets that 

Mary told the visionaries at Fatima are Gnostics.  Was Russia properly consecrated to the 

Immaculate Heart or not?  If you remember Dan Brown’s bestselling books and hit movies, the 

DaVinci Code and Angels and Demons, they have a gnostic notion of faith.  The Church is really 

about an elite group, hiding the truth from you.  The televangelists who interpret the Book of 

Revelation in terms of modern-day politics and their relation to the impending return of Jesus 

are Gnostics.  The bible contains hidden secret information that can be gleaned by the truly 

enlightened one.  In each case religion is about the possession and interpretation of a secret, 

hidden knowledge that the average person does not have access to.   

The premise is that knowledge is power.  To possess the secret knowledge of God gives one a 

privileged position, gives one control.   

The word Epiphany is a Greek word that means Manifestation.  Something has been shown to 

us, something has been revealed to us, God has made himself known to us.  But what do we do 

with this knowledge?     

Like Herod is this knowledge a threat to our way of life?  Like the Gnostics is this knowledge 

something that gives us an elitist power over others, sets apart as special or are we like the 

wise men?  The Gospel tells us today that upon finding the child Jesus they are overwhelmed 

with joy as they knelt down, offered him precious gifts and paid him homage.   

What will it be?  What will we do this Christmas with the knowledge that we have received?  

Will we ignore it?  Will we suppress it? Will we use it as an elitist power trip?  Or will it lead us 



to joy, worship and the giving of our most precious gifts to the service of the Lord Jesus and of 

the kingdom of God. 

 

 

 


